Pentecost 5A 2026 26-06-28

Contemporary: Listen for words of inspiration and hope in the
poem Welcoming Blessing by Jan Richardson.

When you are lost
in your own life.

When the landscape
you have known
falls away.

When your familiar path
becomes foreign

and you find yourself

a stranger

in the story you had held
most dear.

Then let yourself

be lost.

Let yourself leave

for a place

whose contours

you do not already know,
whose cadences

you have not learned
by heart.

Let yourself land

on a threshold

that mirrors the mystery
of your own
bewildered soul.
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It will come

as a surprise,

what arrives

to welcome you
through the door,
making a place for you
at the table

and calling you

by your name.

Let what comes,
come.

Let the glass

be filled.

Let the light

be tended.

Let the hands

lay before you
what will meet you
in your hunger.

Let the laughfter.

Let the sweetness

that enters

the sorrow.

Let the solace

that comes

as sustenance

and sudden, unbidden
grace.
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For what comes,
offer gladness.

For what greets you
with kindly welcome,
offer thanks.

Offer blessing

for those

who gathered you in
and will not

be forgotten—
those who,

when you were

a stranger,

made a place for you
at the table

and called you

by your name.

For profound understanding of the need for “welcome”, expressed
in a contemporary poem.

We give thanks.
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Gospel: Listen for words of faith in the Gospel of Matthew
10:40-42.

“Those who welcome you also welcome me, and those who
welcome me welcome the One who sent me.

“Those who welcome prophets just because they are prophets will
receive the reward reserved for the prophets themselves; those
who welcome holy people just because they are holy will receive
the reward of the holy ones.

“The truth is, whoever gives a cup of cold water to one of these
lowly ones just for being a disciple will not lack a reward.”

For the Word of God in scripture and song,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us

We give thanks.



