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MUSICAL PRELUDE 
 

A gong sounds – centring prayer/meditation. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

We gather as people of earth and Spirit 
 

Where the Spirit is there is freedom, where the Spirit is there is life. 
 
PITT STREET SINGERS ‘Take My Hand Precious God’ 
 Thomas A Dorsey 
 
GATHERING 

 

Out of nothingness we came from birth into life: 
With the Spirit of God within us. 

From the life of God, the universe unfolded into being: 
With the Spirit of God within it. 

From the heart of God creation goes on until the end of time: 
With the Spirit of God within it 
and our spirit within it. 

Let us embrace the God who enfolds us. 
We delight in the sacred within and around us. 

 

  

Welcome to Pitt Street Uniting Church 
This is a place of welcome for all people regardless of race, 

sex, creed, age, cultural backgrounds, sexuality, gender 
identity or intersex status. 

Wherever you are on your journey, where you have come from 
and wherever you are going to, whatever you believe, whatever 

you do not believe, you are welcome here. 
All we ask for is mutual respect. 

Please join in the congregational responses printed in bold. 
We will sing hymns without announcement. Stand if you are 

able, but feel free to remain seated if that is more comfortable 
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In the peace, 
in the presence, 
in the power, 
let us celebrate life: in ourselves, in our world, in our God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN                         Come as you are TiS 693 

 

Come as you are: that’s how I want you. 
Come as you are; feel quite at home, 
close to my heart, loved and forgiven. 
Come as you are, why stand alone? 
 

No need to fear, love sets no limits; 
no need to fear, love never ends; 
don’t run away shamed and disheartened, 
rest in my love, trust me again. 
 

Come as you are: that’s how I love you; 
come as you are, trust me again. 
Nothing can change the love that I bear you; 
all will be well, just come as you are. 
 

Please remain standing as you are able. 
 
ACT OF RECOGNITION – TOWARDS JUST RELATIONSHIPS 

 

As we gather, we acknowledge the traditional owners of this land, 
land that was taken without their consent, treaty, or compensation. 
Sovereignty was never ceded. 
 

The Spirit of God has long dwelled with the First Peoples of 
this ancient land. We honour the Gadigal of the Eora on which 
this church stands. We pay our respects to their elders, past 
and present, as we commit ourselves to pray and work for a 
more just future. 

 

Please be seated. 
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WELCOME                           Bujari Gamarruwa 
 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

We light the Christ candle celebrating Christ’s presence in 
community. The Spirit of God alive among us present in every 
expression of love, nothing is lost on the breath of God. 
 

The Christ candle is lit. 
 

Where the Spirit is there is freedom, where the Spirit is there is life. 
Spirit of God, let your Light be with us all. 

 

Remain seated to sing. 
 
TAIZÉ CHANT 

 

Holy Spirit, come to us, kindle in us the fire of your love. 
Holy Spirit come to us, Holy Spirit come to us. 

 
 

In this moment  
we are gathered  
welcoming Divine Presence. 

Our hearts are lifted 
We open our eyes 
We welcome love. 
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Holy Spirit, come to us, kindle in us the fire of your love. 
Holy Spirit come to us, Holy Spirit come to us. 

 
 
PRAYER OF AWARENESS 

 

Move over the face of our darkness, O God: 
our endless restless chaos. 
 

Trouble us, comfort us, 
stir us up and calm us, 
but do not cease 
to breathe your Spirit 
into our awakening souls. 
 

Come, O Spirit of Christ, 
and fill us with your love. 
Open our eyes to see your presence all around us, 
in the stillness of this sacred space, 
in the joys and celebrations of our lives, 
in the tragedies and struggles that break our hearts. 
In this moment of silence 
may we feel your presence. 
 

A time of silence. 
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Spirit of truth 
whom the world can never grasp, 
touch our hearts 
with the power of your presence; 
may your disturbing peace; 
fire us with longing 
to speak your uncontainable word 
and share your inexhaustible compassion. 
 

Remain seated to sing. 
 
TAIZÉ CHANT sung twice 

 

The kin-dom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
Come now and open our hearts. 
 

 
 
JESUS’ PRAYER 

 

Remembering Jesus whose story shapes our stories, let us pray in 
hope for a new day and a new way of living. 
 

God, you are life for us, 
Holy be your name. 
Your new day come, 
Your will be done 
on earth as in your vision. 
Give us this day our bread for the morrow; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Strengthen us in the time of test, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the power, the splendour 
and fulfillment, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

In response to our prayers comes assurance of grace. 
 

The Spirit of love 
is God’s gift to the world 
in every age: 
a gift for each of us, 
and our companion on the way. 

Alleluia! Amen! Thanks be to God! 
 

Please stand to sing as you are able. 
 
SUNG RESPONSE sung twice 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

We listen for the Spirit in Word 
 
WISDOM FOUND IN TEXTS 
 
GOSPEL 

 

Hear words of faith from the Gospel of Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
 

For stories that tell of the healing power of touch. 
We give thanks. 
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CONTEMPORARY READING 
 

Listen for words of faith in our time in a prayer based on the faith of 
the woman with a haemorrhage. 
 

‘God, intimate and fearful’ by Janet Morley 
 
O God, intimate and fearful, 
who carried us with tenderness 
within our mother’s womb; 
who appointed us to speak 
when we were yet unborn: 
touch our mouths with your truth, 
and take away our fear, 
that we may proclaim you to the nations 
and celebrate your mighty acts: 
 

let the whole world see and know 
that things which were cast down have been raised up 
and things which had grown old have been made new. 

 

Let us bless God for the women 
whose blood flowed that others might have life; 
who have suffered at the hands of their allies; 
who have refused to accept shame; 
who have demanded healing. 
 

Let the whole world see and know 
that things which were cast down have been raised up 
and things which had grown old have been made new. 

 

Let us bless God for the women 
who have boldly touched our lives; 
who have disrupted our use of power; 
who have made us see what was hidden, 
and feel in our bodies what it means to be made whole. 
 

Let the whole world see and know 
that things which were cast down have been raised up 
and things which had grown old have been made new. 
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Let us bless God for the women 
who know what has been done to them; 
whose courage leaves them exposed; 
who, in fear and trembling and steadfast faith, 
proclaim the whole truth of salvation. 
 

Let the whole world see and know 
that things which were cast down have been raised up 
and things which had grown old have been made new. 

 
         Jeremiah 1:1-10; Mark 5:25-34 
 

For the Word of God inspiring us, 
for the Word among us, 
for the Word within us. 

We give thanks. 
 

Remain seated to sing. 
 
TAIZÉ CHANT sung twice 

 

The kin-dom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
Come now and open our hearts. 
 

 
 
CONTEMPORARY REFLECTION Deborah Robinson 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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We respond in love 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Walls mark our bound’ries 
 Words: Ruth Duck; Music: Jim Strathdee 

 

Soloist will sing the first verse and chorus. 
Please join in singing on the second verse. 

 
Walls mark our bound’ries and keep us apart; 
walls keep the world from our eyes and our heart. 
Tables are round, making room for one more, 
welcoming friends we had not known before. 
So build us a table and tear down the wall! 
Christ is our host.  There is room for us all! 
 
Walls make us sure who is in and who’s out; 
walls keep us safe from all question and doubt, 
but at a table in open exchange 
new ties are formed as our lives rearrange. 
Chorus 
 
Once we were strangers, divided, alone. 
Hate and distrust built a wall stone by stone. 
Now at a table the bread that we share 
joins us to Christ in a circle of care. 
Chorus 
 

Please be seated. 
 

On Communion Sundays a member of the community 
prepares and offers a prayer reflecting on our community and 

our world during the week. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Elizabeth Maddox 

 

When we do not recognise you 
in those we meet, loving God 
call to us by name as we walk beside them. 
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Let us pray. 
 

A time of silence. 
 

We hold a time of silence together to offer our own prayers, 
to reflect upon what has been in our media headlines 

and whatever rests heavy on our hearts … 
 

Please feel free to offer your own prayers, in silence, 
or, if on Zoom, via the chat. 

 
TAIZÉ CHANT sung twice 

 
O God hear our prayer, O God hear our prayer, 
when we call, answer us. 
O God hear our prayer, O God hear our prayer, 
come and listen to us. 
 

 
 
OFFERING 

 

We share our offering, as a symbol of our commitment to God  
and to the world God loves. 
 

Musical interlude 
 

Please stand as you are able as the offering is brought 
forward. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

We pray together: 
 

Generous God, you strengthen our love 
to help us meet the needs of others. 
Receive and use these gifts 
so that abundance and need 
may be balanced in the world. 
Remembering Jesus the healer we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Holy Communion 
 
WELCOME TO THE TABLE 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

In the presence of the living God. 
We lift our hearts in joy. 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for you love the world.  
You look upon your creation and on us and name us good. 

You conceive in us possibilities, 
and carry us in the timeless struggle 
of bringing to birth your vision of a new way of life and being. 

 

We thank you for Jesus, who gives us hope 
who broke through the barriers which separate us from life. 
 

We thank you, Holy Spirit, 
for strengthening and empowering us 
to share God’s love with others. 

For you desire that all creation know God’s love 
and experience the gift of new life. 

 

We celebrate the mystery we experience and address as ‘God’, 
ground and sustainer of everything that exists, 
in whom we live and move and have our being. 
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We acknowledge this mystery embodied  
in every human person, 
aware that each one of us gives God 
unique and personal expression. 

God is everywhere present. 
 

In grace-filled moments of sharing. 
In communities of loving solidarity. 
We are one with everything, living and non-living, on this planet. 
Connected. Interrelated. Interdependent. 
Held within the web of life! 

 
THE STORY 

 

And, so we remember the story told through generations. 
The night before Jesus died, he shared a meal with his friends. 
He took bread, and set aside some wine, 
honouring the presence of the sacred in the ordinary things of life. 
 

He gave thanks for all the blessings in his life, 
broke the bread, poured out the wine 
and shared both with his friends. 
 

Together may we work to make all things new. 
Together may we celebrate the possibilities and hope 
we each have and are called to share. 

 

With those who have gone before us, 
and those who will come after us, 
we join the whole creation in singing praise. 
 

Let us stand and join in singing the Sanctus. 
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SANCTUS TiS 723 
 (sung twice – in Spanish then English) 

 
 

Santo, santo, santo 
Mi corazón te adora! 
Mi corazón te sabe decir, 
Santo eres Senõr! 
 

Holy, holy, holy 
My heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart knows how to say to you, 
Holy are you Lord! 
 

Please remain standing as you are able. 
 
BREAD AND WINE 

 

We break the bread, remembering Jesus, 
and opening ourselves to being transformed by love. 
 
We break this bread 
for the unhealed hurts and wounds 
that lie within us all. 

May we be healed. 
 

This is the cup of peace and new life for all. 
A sign of love for the community of hope. 

A reminder of the call 
to live fully, 
to love wastefully, 
to be all that we can be. 
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Holy God, let your spirit well up in us 
and in these gifts of bread and wine, 
that we may be filled with hope for the journey. 

Amen. 
 
SHARING COMMUNION 

 

“The bread of life” and “The cup of blessing.” 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come for all is made ready. 
Draw the circle wide! 

 
TAIZÉ CHANT 
 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Divine Presence in all of life, 
we give thanks for our gathering together 
in this sacred place. 
We rejoice in the blessing of each person here. 
We are grateful for who we are for each other. 
May we express this gratitude by living in compassion and peace. 

Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 

 

God makes peace within us. 
Let us claim it. 
God makes peace between us. 
Let us share it. 
Peace be with you. 

And also with you. 
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You are invited to greet those around you, sharing a sign of 
peace, as you return to your seats. 

 

Please remain standing as you are able. 
 

Living in the world God loves 
 
HYMN Tune: Jerusalem TiS 416 

 

Great God, your Spirit like the wind  
unseen but shaking things we see 
Will never leave us undisturbed,  
fulfil our dreams or set us free, 
Until we turn from faithless fear and prove  
the promise of your grace 
In justice, peace, and daily bread,  
with joy for all the human race. 
 

God, shake us with the force of love,  
to rouse us from our dreadful sleep;  
remove our hearts of stone and give  
new hearts of flesh to break and weep  
for all your children in distress 
and dying for the wealth we keep 
Help us prevent while we have time,  
the blighted harvest greed must reap. 
 

And then, in your compassion give 
your Spirit like the gentle rain 
Creating fertile ground from which  
your peace and justice spring like grain 
Until your love is satisfied  
and all creation freed from pain 
And all your children live to praise 
your will fulfilled, your presence plain. 
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SENDING OUT 
 

Let us go from here, 
to walk with the joy of the Spirit, 
to keep hope alive,  
to live with compassion, 
to create peace and justice. 

 
BLESSING AND SUNG AMEN 

 

Go...  
with the love of God enfolding you, 
the peace of Jesus the Christ within you, 
and the breath of the Holy Spirit inspiring your life. 

 
SUNG AMEN AFRICAN AMERICAN SPIRITUAL AMEN 

 

Please be seated 
 
COMMUNITY GREETING Welcoming newcomers and visitors 

 
We go out to the world God loves 

 
RECESSIONAL SONG Words: Julie Perrin 
 Music: Robin Mann 

 

For you, deep stillness of the silent inland  
For you, deep blue of the desert skies 
For you, flame red of the rocks and stones  
For you, sweet water from hidden springs. 
 

From the edges seek the heartlands 
and when you're burnt by the journey 
may the cool winds of the hovering 
Spirit soothe and replenish you. 
In the name of Christ, In the name of Christ. 
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MUSICAL POSTLUDE Peter Bennett 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
*Christa is sometimes used in our liturgies to convey that the risen 

Christ is not defined or determined by gender. 
Hymns used under CCLI Copyright Licence No. 208789 unless 

otherwise noted. 
Streaming 17918 Reproduction 557214 Video 128166 
Jesus’ Prayer paraphrase by David B. Royer and Jonathan C. Nelson 

in Ruth C. Duck, ed. Flames of the Spirit. 
Contemporary reading ‘God, intimate and fearful’ is from All Desires 

Known by Janet Morley 
The Communion liturgy has been adapted from a communion shaped 

by Rex A E Hunt and from the Wisdom Communion in Uniting in 
Worship 2. 

Elements of this liturgy adapted from previous Pentecost Pitt Street 
liturgies. 
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PROGRAM: 

György LIGETI | Six Bagatelles 

Henri TOMASI | Concert Champêtre 

Heitor VILLA-LOBOS | Chôros No. 2 

Maurice RAVEL | Mother Goose Suite (arr. Linckelmann) 

MUSICIANS: 

Dana ALISON | Flute 

Miriam COONEY | Oboe 

Clare FOX | Clarinet 

Matthew WILKIE | Bassoon 

Bryn ARNOLD | Horn 

 

Purchase tickets at 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1576932  

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1576932
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