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Contemporary Reading:

| know how your mind
rushes ahead

trying to fathom

what could follow this.
What will you do,
where will you go,

how will you livee

You will want

to outrun the grief.

You will want

to keep turning toward

the horizon,

watching for what was lost

to come back,
to return to you

and never leave again.
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Listen for words of faith in the poem

“Stay” by Jan Richardson
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For now

hear me when | say

all you need to do

is to still yourself

is to turn foward one another

is fo stay.

Wait

and see what comes

to fill

the gaping hole

in your chest.

Wait with your hands open

to receive what could never come
except to what is empty

and hollow.

You cannot know it now,
cannot even imagine
what lies ahead,

but | tell you

the day is coming

when breath will
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fill your lungs

as it never has before
and with your own ears
you will hear words
coming to you new

and startling.

You will dream dreams
and you will see the world

ablaze with blessing.

Wait for it.
Still yourself.

Stay.

Pause

For words of spiritual insight in contemporary expression.
We give thanks.
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Gospel: Listen for words of faith in the Gospel of Luke 24:13-35

That same day, two of the disciples were making their way to a
vilage called Emmaus—which was about seven miles from
Jerusalem— discussing all that had happened as they went.

While they were discussing these things, Jesus approached and
began to walk along with them, though they were kept from
recognizing Jesus, who asked them, “What are you two discussing
as you go your wayg”

They stopped and looked sad. One of them, Cleopas by name,
asked him, "Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who doesn’t
know the things that have happened these past few dayse”

Jesus said to them, “What thingse”

They said, *About Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet powerful in word
and deed in the eyes of God and all the people— how our chief
priests and leaders delivered him up to be condemned to death
and crucified him. We were hoping that he was the One who
would set Israel free. Besides all this, foday—the third day since
these things happened— some women of our group have just
brought us some astonishing news. They were at the tomb before
dawn and didn’t find the body; they returned and informed us that
they had seen a vision of angels, who declared that Jesus was
alive. Some of our number went to the tomb and found it to be just
as the women said, but they didn’t find Jesus.”

Then Jesus said to them, “What little sense you have! How slow you
are to believe all that the prophets have announced! Didn't the
Messiah have to undergo all this to enter info glory2” Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, Jesus interpreted for
them every passage of scripture which referred to the Messiah.

By now they were near the village they were going to, and Jesus
appeared to be going further. But they said eagerly, “Stay with us.
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It's nearly evening—the day is practically over.” So the Savior went
in and stayed with them.

After sitting down with them to eat, Jesus took bread, said the
blessing, then broke the bread and began to distribute it to them.
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized Jesus, who
immediately vanished from their sight.

They said to one another, “Weren't our hearts burning inside us as
this one talked to us on the road and explained the scriptures to
use” They got up immediately and returned to Jerusalem, where
they found the Eleven and the rest of the company assembled.
They were greeted with, “Christ has risen! It's tfrue! Jesus has
appeared to Simon!” Then the fravellers recounted what had
happened on the road, and how they had come to know Jesus in
the breaking of the bread.

Pause

For the Word that was in the beginning,
for the Word that invites and inspires,
for the Word embodied in us,

We give thanks.



