Epiphany 4 Readings 26-02-01

Hebrew Scripture: Listen for words of faith from the prophet Isaiah
6:1-8

In the year of the death of Uzziah, ruler of Judah, | saw God seated
on a high and lofty judgment seat, in a robe whose train filled the
Temple. Seraphsy were stationed above; each of them had six
wings: with two they covered their faces, with two they covered
their feet, and with two they flew.

They would cry out to one another, “Holy! Holy! Holy is God
Omnipotent! All the earth is filled with God’s glory!"” The doorposts
and thresholds quaked at the sound of their shouting, and the
Temple kept filling with smoke.

Then | said, “Woe is me, | am doomed! | have unclean lips, and | live
among a people of unclean lips! And my eyes have seen the Ruler,
God Omnipotent!”

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding an ember which it had
taken with tongs from the altar. The seraph touched my mouth with
the ember. “See,” it said, “now that this has touched your lips, your

corruption is removed, and your sin is pardoned.”

Then | heard the voice of the Holy One saying, “Whom shall | send?
Who will go for usg”

“Here | am,” | said, “send mel!l”

pause

For words of wisdom from ancient prophets.
We give thanks.
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Gospel: Listen for words of faith in the Gospel of Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on the mountainside, and
after he sat down and the disciples had gathered around, Jesus
began to teach them:

“Blessed are those who are poor in spirit:
the kindom of heaven is theirs.

Blessed are those who are mourning:
they will be consoled.

Blessed are those who are gentle:
they will inherit the land.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice:
they will have their fill.

Blessed are those who show mercy to others:
they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are those whose hearts are clean:
they will see God.

Blessed are those who work for peace:
they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of their struggle for justice:
the kindom of heaven is theirs.
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“You are fortunate when others insult you and persecute you, and
utter every kind of slander against you because of me. 12 Be glad
and rejoice, for your reward in heaven is great; they persecuted the
prophets before you in the very same way.”

pause

For words of wisdom from the mountain tops.
We give thanks.



