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We gather as people of God 
 
GATHERING SONG    All the hungry Words: Elizabeth Smith 
 Tune: Ode to Joy TiS 152 

All the hungry, all the thirsty, 
all who look for strength may come, 
all the needy, all the lonely, 
all who long to find a home. 
Here’s a door that’s always open, 
here's a table spread for all, 
here a welcome, here a family, 
here your heart can hear God’s call. 
 

All the gifted, all the joyful, 
all whose hope is strong, come too, 
come with overflowing blessings, 
come with questions old and new. 
Here’s a task that needs those riches,  
here good news is always heard, 
here a living faith grows bolder, 
here your voice can speak God’s word. 
 

Please remain standing as you are able. 
 
  

Welcome to Pitt Street Uniting Church 
This is a place of welcome for all people regardless of race, sex, creed, 
age, cultural backgrounds, sexuality, gender identity or intersex status. 

Wherever you are on your journey, where you have come from and 
wherever you are going to, whatever you believe, whatever you do not 

believe, you are welcome here. 
All we ask for is mutual respect. 

Please join in the congregational responses printed in bold. We will sing 
hymns without announcement. Stand if you are able, but feel free to 

remain seated if that is more comfortable for you. 
A quiet activity area is available at the north side of the church for young 

children. 
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ACT OF RECOGNITION  
 

As we gather, we acknowledge that the Gadigal people of the 
Eora are the original custodians of the land on which this church 
building stands. 

We pay our respects to their elders, past and present, and 
commit ourselves to pray and work together for a just 
future. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

As we gather together in this sacred place 
we affirm each other and our human complexity, 
allowing our individual gifts to weave a patchwork of peace. 
 

We come from far corners of this city. 
Open to the Spirit in our midst. 

To feed our minds. 
To fire our imaginations. 

To free our hearts. 
To find again the fulfilment  
of God’s love. 

 
GATHERING SONG (cont)   All the hungry 
 Words: Elizabeth Smith 
 Tune: Ode to Joy TiS 152 

 

All the gifts of God’s loving peoples, 
all the struggles, all the pain, 
all the Spirit-led abundance, 
all the grief and loss and gain – 
brought together in one Body, 
burdens lighten, joys increase, 
and together we can ask for 
Jesus’ strength and Jesus’ peace. 
 

All God’s people, praise the Maker, 
praise the one who called you here. 
All disciples, praise your Teacher, 
loving, leading, always near. 
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All you faithful, praise the Spirit, 
lifting every heart to pray. 
Praise the Holy One who gives us 
grace along the travellers’ way. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
GREETINGS                 Budyeri Gamarruwa  
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  

 

The Christ candle is lit as we remember that God’s love is for 
everyone. 
 

God alive among us, at every turn of the road, 
Light of the World, be with us all. 

 
PRAYER OF AWARENESS AND CONFESSION  

 

As we seek to be renewed by the light of Christ, let us 
acknowledge our failings to receive God’s invitation to live by 
grace and to walk the pathways of love and not fear. 
 

A time of silence follows 
 

Whatever has stolen joy and kindness from us, 
imprisoning us in fear and selfishness  
Bearer of Healing  

Enliven us afresh. 
 

Wherever we have failed to act justly,  
choose kindness, and walk humbly,  
God of grace 

Forgive us and help us to forgive ourselves. 
 

Whenever passion and energy are hard to find, 
diminishing our capacity to grow and thrive 
Spirit of Life 

Enthuse us again. 
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Cantor, Cathy Williamson, will sing the chant once,  
the congregation is then invited to sing the chant twice. 

 
TAIZÉ CHANT Come and fill our hearts with your peace 

 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
You alone, O God, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
Alleluia! 
 

 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

 

May we know that we are held in the compassionate arms of 
God, embraced by divine joy, and empowered to walk again in 
hope. 
 

Let us be people of peace and love, 
knowing that we are forgiven and renewed! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Please stand, as you are able, to sing. 
 
TAIZÉ CHANT 
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SHARING A SIGN OF PEACE  
 

May the peace of God be with you! 
And also with you! 

 

People are invited to greet those around them, 
sharing sign of peace then return to their seats. 

 

Cantor, Cathy Williamson, will sing the song once,  
the congregation is then invited to sing. 

 
TAIZE SONG (sung twice)  

 

In the Lord we are ever thankful, 
in the Lord I will rejoice! 
Look to God, do not be afraid; 
lift up your voices: the Lord is near, 
lift up your voices: the Lord is near. 
 

 
 

We listen for God’s Word 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 

 

For words of wisdom from the mountain tops. 
We give thanks 

 
SONG What does the Lord require of you? (altd) 
 Words and Music: Jim and Jean Strathdee 
 Music over page 

 

Cantor, Cathy Williamson, will sing the song once,  
the congregation is then invited to sing. 
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What does our God require of us? 
What does our God require of us? 
Justice, kindness, walk humbly with your God. 
To seek justice, and love kindness 
and walk humbly with your God. 

 
 
HEBREW BIBLE: Isaiah 6:1-8 

 

For words of wisdom from ancient prophets. 
We give thanks. 

 
REFLECTION Alison Wishart 

This is what it means to be blessed 
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We respond in love 
 

 
On communion Sundays members of the congregation  

prepare a prayer. The people reflect on our community and 
our world during the week and offer a prayer that they have 

written. 
 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND SOLIDARITY  
 Karen Hackett 

 

We hold a time of silence together to offer our own prayers, 
to reflect upon what has been in our media headlines 
and whatever rests heavy on our hearts … 
 

Please feel free to offer your own prayers, in silence,  
or (if on Zoom) via the chat facility 

 

We offer these prayers and all the prayers of our hearts. 
May the peace of Christ bring hope and renewal. 
Amen. 

 
JESUS PRAYER 

 

In these words, or those of your own tradition and language,  
we pray in the spirit of Jesus: 
 

God of Love, within, among, and beyond us, 
we celebrate your many names. 
Your wisdom come. Your will be done, 
unfolding from the depths. 
Each day You give us what we need. 
You remind us of our limits so that we may let go. 
You support us in our power that we may act with courage. 
For you are the dwelling place within us, 
the empowerment around us, and the celebration  
among us.  
As it was in the very beginning, may it be now, and always.  
Amen. 
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OFFERING 
 

In response to God’s invitation to love, 
we bring gifts of thanksgiving and solidarity, 
to share God’s praise and joy in our lives and the world. 
 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

Please stand as we pray together: 
 

Source, Bearer, and Joy of Life, 
through your love you have given us these gifts to share. 
Accept our offerings as an expression 
of our deep thanks and of our desire 
to share your justice and joy with all. Amen. 

 

Please remain standing as you are able. 
 

Holy Communion 
 
SONG            Face to Face Words and Music: Robin Mann 
 Music over page 

 

The candles are lit and the table is laid;  
Everything's set to begin:  
Parents and children and husbands and wives  
Brothers and sisters and friends.  
 

The words that are spoken are simple but true,  
"This is my body and blood;"  
Here is forgiveness for all of your sins  
Here is the promise of God.  
 

Chorus: 
Here we meet you once again,  
God of mercy, God of grace;  
Taste your love in bread and wine,  
We meet you face to face  
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The candles are lit and the table is laid:  
God's invitation says "Come!"  
Come, all is ready, our host is at hand,  
Father, and Spirit, and Son.  
 

No need to be anxious or troubled with fear,  
Jesus turns no-one away;  
If you need healing or comfort or strength,  
Come to this table today.  
 

Chorus  
 

We're free from our sin and we're free from our death,  
Free from our chains of the past;  
Free to be lovers and givers and friends,  
Free to be people at last!  
 

Chorus: 
Here we meet you once again,  
God of mercy, God of grace;  
Taste your love in bread and wine,  
We meet you face to face  
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Please be seated. 

 
WELCOME TO THE TABLE  

 

Pitt Street Uniting Church is an open community, and all are 
invited to the table … 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

God is here. 
God’s Spirit is with us. 

 

Open your hearts. 
We open them to God. 

 

Let us give thanks to God who is Wisdom and Love. 
We give thanks in joyful praise. 

 

We praise you, God of love, 
for creating all things seen and unseen, 
for making us in your image, 
and for seeking us when we turn from you. 
 
We thank you for being known to us in Christ Jesus, 
who was faithful even to death on a cross 
and who lives among us still as Christa/Community.* 
Through the power of your Spirit, 
open our eyes to Christ among us in the breaking of the bread, 
and draw us into communion with you and one another, 
that we may be signs of your love in this broken world, 
as we await the coming of your reign of justice and peace. 
 

To you, Eternal Source, 
with Embodied Wisdom 
and the Spirit of Love 
be glory and honour now and forever. 
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SUNG RESPONSE TiS 761 
 

 

 

 
On the night before Jesus died, 
as he shared a meal with friends, 
Jesus took some bread, and set aside some wine, 
honouring the God of faithful presence 
in the ordinary of life. 
 

He gave thanks for all the blessings in his life. 
Broke the bread. 
Poured out the wine. 
And shared both with his friends. 
 

We break bread as Jesus broke bread,   
mindful of the call to love generously and faithfully, 
whatever the cost. 
 

We pour out wine,        
mindful of our responsibility 
to be bearers of forgiveness, 
creators of justice and understanding. 
 

Holy One, let your Spirit well up in us 
and in these gifts of bread and wine, 
that we may be filled with hope for the journey. 

Amen. 
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Come to receive. Come to share. 
Come to embody Christa/Community. 
 

People form a circle around the church. 
 
SHARING COMMUNION 

 

“The bread of life. The cup of blessing.” 
 
TAIZÉ CHANT 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

God of heaven and earth 
You feed us in body, heart, soul and spirit 
and make us one in Christ. 
Inspire us with fresh visions 
and the wisdom of ancient dreams. 
Give us strength to accompany each other in faith 
in the days ahead. 

Amen. 
 

Please return to your seats. 
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We go out to the world God loves 
 
SONG                 Here I am Lord Words: Dan Schutte 
 TiS 658 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save 
I, who made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 

Chorus 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of sun and rain 
I have borne my people's pain 
I have wept for love of them 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone 
Give them hearts for love alone 
I will speak my words to them 
Whom shall I send? 
 

Chorus 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame 
I will tend the poor and lame 
I will set a feast for them 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts are satisfied.  
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
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Chorus 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
SENDING OUT AND BLESSING 

 

As we go from here, we carry God’s blessing. 
May the love of God be our guide, 
The teaching of Christ inspire our actions, 
And the wisdom of the Holy Spirit 
Give us clarity to share God’s grace  
with all we meet. 

 
SUNG AMEN African American 
 
WELCOME  Newcomers and Worship Team Acknowledgements 
  
 
SUNG BLESSING Words and Music: Robin Mann 

 

May the feet of God walk with you, 
and his hand hold you tight. 
May the eye of God rest on you,  
and his ear hear your cry. 
May the smile of God be with you, 
and his breath give you life. 
May the Child of God grow in you, 
and his love bring you home. 

 
MUSICAL POSTLUDE Peter Bennett 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

*Christa and/or Christx is sometimes used in our liturgy to point to the reality 
that the risen Christ is in & beyond all gender and evidenced as we follow 
the Way of Jesus. 

Jesus Prayer by David B. Royer & Jonathan Nelson, in Ruth Duck Flames of 
the Spirit. 

TiS is the Australian Hymn Book Together in Song. 
Hymns used under CCLI Copyright Licence No. 208789 unless otherwise 

noted. 
CCLI Licenses: Streaming 17918    Reproduction 557214    Video 128166 
Adaptations from previous Pitt Street liturgies 2017, 2020, 2022 
 

 
 

Time & Location 
17 Feb 2026, 5:45 pm – 9:00 pm 
MCC Sydney, 96 Crystal St, Petersham NSW 2049, Australia 

 

About the Event 
Shrove Tuesday X Lunar New Year 

 

Ecumenical celebration 
Food from 5.45pm 
Worship from 7pm 
Location at MCC Sydney, 98 Crystal St, Petersham 
Dinner option available at registration. 
Register at: https://events.humanitix.com/pancakepride2026  

  

https://events.humanitix.com/pancakepride2026
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EREMOS EVENTS 
 
Personal Discovery through the Enneagram ONLINE 
Presented by Sue Dunbar 
Four Thursday evenings in February. Weekly sessions beginning 
on 5 February. 
February 5, 12, 19 and 26;  7 – 9 pm AEDT 
This four-week series will introduce participants to the 
Enneagram. The focus will be an understanding of the 
Enneagram and the ways in which it can support 
personal/spiritual growth and transformation, with an emphasis on 
internal motivations rather than external behaviours. 
Cost:  $70 for the whole series and $50 for members, $10 less for 
concession 
More details and register here: Eremos Enneagram Series 
 

  

https://pittstreetuniting.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2070f1363be28a2202720dced&id=c48c933e02&e=cab1dc0782
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Introducing the Intensive JournalⓇ process 
Online Session (3 hours) 
This 3-hour workshop offers a brief introduction to the work of Dr 
Ira Progoff and the Intensive Journal method. Participants 
experience a few of the exercises that are part of the 2-day 
workshop. It’s designed to give people a taste of this process or 
reconnect with it if you have participated in a workshop in the 
past. Cost: $40 or $30 early bird. 
Click on the date for details and to register 
Sunday 8 February 2026 
Thursday 5th March 2026 
Questions about any of these events contact events@eremos.org.au 

 
 

https://pittstreetuniting.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2070f1363be28a2202720dced&id=2780c0ec4a&e=cab1dc0782
https://pittstreetuniting.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2070f1363be28a2202720dced&id=ecafbd29d9&e=cab1dc0782
https://pittstreetuniting.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2070f1363be28a2202720dced&id=d639388d0b&e=cab1dc0782
https://pittstreetuniting.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2070f1363be28a2202720dced&id=23ddb5c27a&e=cab1dc0782
https://pittstreetuniting.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2070f1363be28a2202720dced&id=acfdbce553&e=cab1dc0782
mailto:events@eremos.org.au

