Baptism of Jesus Readings 26-01-11

Hebrew Scripture: Listen for words of faith from the prophet Isaiah
42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul
delights;  have put my spirit upon you; you will bring forth justice to
the nations.

You will not cry or lift up your voice, or make it heard in the street; a
bruised reed you will not break, and a dimly burning wick you will
not quench; you will faithfully bring forth justice.

You will not grow faint or be crushed until you have established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for your teaching.

Thus says Yahweh, who created the heavens and stretched them
out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:

| am Yahweh, | have called you in righteousness, | have taken you
by the hand and kept you; | have given you as a covenant to the
people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who
sit in darkness.

| am Yahweh, that is my name; my glory | give to no other, nor my
praise to idols.

See, the former things have come to pass, and new things | now
declare; before they spring forth, | tell you of them.

pause

For the ancient promises of Divine Presence.
We give thanks.
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New Testament: Hear words of encouragement from the Acts of the
Apostles 10:34-43

So Peter said to them, “l begin to see how true it is that God shows
no partiality — rather, that any person of any nationality who fears
God and does what is right is acceptable to God. This is the
message God has sent to the people of Israel, the Good News of
peace proclaimed through Jesus Christ, who is Saviour of all.

“You yourselves know what took place through Judeaq, beginning in
Galilee with the baptism John proclaimed. You know how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, and
how Jesus went about doing good works and healing all who were
in the grip of the Devil, because God was with him. We are
eyewitnesses to all that Jesus did in the countryside and in
Jerusalem. Finally, Jesus was killed and hung on a tree, only to be
raised by God on the third day. God allowed him to be seen, not
by everyone, but only the withesses who had been chosen
beforehand by God - that is, by us, who ate and drank with Christ
after the resurrection from the dead. And Christ commissioned us to
preach to the people and to bear witness that this is the one set
apart by God as judge of the living and the dead.

To Christ Jesus all the prophets testify, that everyone who believes
has forgiveness of sins through his Name.”

pause

For stories of encouragement and witness.
We give thanks.
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Gospel: Hear words of promise in the Gospel of Matthew 3:1-17

At this time John the Baptiser appeared in the desert of Judeaq,
proclaiming, “Change your hearts and minds, for the reign of
heaven is about to break in upon youl!”

It was John that the prophet Isaiah described when said,
“A herald’s voice cries in the desert:

‘Prepare the way of our God,

make straight the paths of God

John was clothed in a garment of camel’s hair and wore a leather
belt around his waist. Grasshoppers and wild honey were his food.
At that time, Jerusalem, all Judea and the whole region around the
Jordan were going out to him. John bapfised them in the Jordan
River as they confessed their sins.

When he saw that many of the Pharisees and Sadducees were
coming to be baptised, John said to them, “You pack of snakes!
Who told you to flee from the coming wrath?2 Give some evidence
that you mean to reform! And don’'t pride yourselves on the claim,
‘Sarah and Abraham are our parents.’ | tell you, God can raise
children for Sarah and Abraham from these very stones!

“Even now the axe is laid to the root of the free. Every tree that is
not fruitful will be cut down and thrown into the fire. | will baptise
you in water if you have a change of heart, but the One who will
follow me is more powerful than I. I'm not fit even to untie the
sandals of the Coming One! That One will baptise you in the Holy
Spirit and fire, whose winnowing-fan will clear the threshing floor.
The grain will be gathered into the barn, but the chaff will be
burned in unguenchable fire.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to Jordan, to be baptised by John.
John would have prevented him, saying, "l need to be baptised by
you, and do you come to me?¢"
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But Jesus answered, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this
way to fulfil all righteousness.”" Then John consented.

And when Jesus had been baptised, just as he came up from the
water, suddenly the heavens were opened up and Jesus saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.

And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Own, the Beloved, with
whom | am well pleased.”

pause

For the Word that was in the beginning,
for the Word that invites and inspires,
for the Word embodied in us.

We give thanks.



