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Contemporary Reading:  Blessing of Hope by Jan Richardson 

Hear what the Spirit is saying through the poetry of Jan Richardson 
 
 
So may we know 
the hope 
that is not just 
for someday 
but for this day— 
here, now, 
in this moment 
that opens to us: 
 
hope not made 
of wishes 
but of substance, 
 
hope made of sinew 
and muscle 
and bone, 
 
hope that has breath 
and a beating heart, 
 
hope that will not 
keep quiet 
and be polite, 
 
hope that knows 
how to holler 
when it is called for, 
 
  



Advent 1 Readings  2025-11-30 
   

 2 

hope that knows 
how to sing 
when there seems 
little cause, 
 
hope that raises us 
from the dead— 
 
not someday 
but this day, 
every day, 
again and 
again and 
again. 
 
For this prayer of hope in turbulent times. 

We give thanks. 
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Gospel: Hear challenging words from the Gospel of Matthew 24:36-
44. 

 

"But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor even the Only Begotten, but Abba God. 

For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Promised 
One. 

For as in those days before the flood people were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Promised 
One. 

Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be 
left. 

Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Saviour is coming. 

But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, the owner would have 
stayed awake and would not have let the house be broken into. 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Promised One is coming 
at an unexpected hour. 

 
For the Spirit that was in the beginning 
For the Spirit at work among us 
For the Spirit within us. 

We give thanks. 
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Poem: Excerpt from The Four Quartets by T S Elliot 

 

Our curiosity searches past and future  

And clings to that dimension. But to apprehend  

The point of intersection of the timeless  

With time, is an occupation for the saint—  

No occupation either, but something given  

And taken, in a lifetime's death in love,  

Ardour and selflessness and self-surrender.  

For most of us, there is only the unattended  

Moment, the moment in and out of time,  

The distraction fit, lost in a shaft of sunlight,  

The wild thyme unseen, or the winter lightning  

Or the waterfall, or music heard so deeply  

That it is not heard at all, but you are the music  

While the music lasts. These are only hints and 
guesses,  
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Hints followed by guesses; and the rest  

is prayer, observance, discipline, thought and 
action.  

The hint half guessed, the gift half understood, is 
Incarnation. 

 

 


