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15T SUNDAY IN ADVENT
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Welcome to Pitt Street Uniting Church
This is a place of welcome for all people regardless of race, sex, creed,
age, cultural backgrounds, sexuality, gender identity or intersex status.
Wherever you are on your journey, where you have come from and
wherever you are going to, whatever you believe, whatever you do not
believe, you are welcome here.
All we ask for is mutual respect.

Please join in the congregational responses printed in bold. We will sing
hymns without announcement. Stand if you are able, but feel free to
remain seated if that is more comfortable for you.

A quiet activity area is available at the north side of the church for young
children.

MUSICAL PRELUDE

A gong sounds inviting a minute’s silence
for centring prayer / meditation.

Please stand as you are able.

Gathering as people of Earth and Spirit

ADVENT HYMN
Traditional words adapted by Rev Susan Wickham
Tune: Veni Emmanuel TiS 265

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to

you, O Israel.

O come, O come, great Lord of might
who to the tribes on Sinai’s height

in ancient times did give the law

in cloud and majesty and awe.

Rejoice! rejoice! ...



Please be seated.

GATHERING

The season of Advent beckons us to ask,

what are we preparing for?
What do we mean by the coming of Christ?
What is the way that is being prepared in our lives?
Can we awaken to the constant presence of the Christ?
Let every heart prepare a room for the one who comes.
Blessed is the one who comes bringing inclusive Love.

TAIZE CHANT Laudate Omnes Gentes

Remain seated to sing.
Solo first, then sing together.
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prai - ses, all you peo - ples, sing prai - ses to our God! (Sing)
WELCOME Budyeri Gamarruwa (greetings)

ACT OF RECOGNITION — TOWARDS JUST RELATIONSHIPS

We honour the culture, heritage and spirit of the First
Nations peoples. This land always was, always will be
their land.

Sovereignty was never ceded. We pay our respects to their
elders past and present.

We light the Christ candle acknowledging Christ’s presence
in our midst.

The candle is Iit.



LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE

Within the circle of God’s grace we light the first Advent candle
for hope.

The first candle is lit.

In the face of war, oppression and environmental destruction we
carry the light of hope in our hearts, inspiring movements for
change, steps to create a better world.

A time of silent reflection

Solo first then stay seated to sing.

SONG Nothing is lost on the breath of God
Words: Chris Gibson
Tune: Greenlane

Nothing is lost on the breath of God,
nothing is lost forever;
God’s breath is love, and that love will remain,
holding the world forever.
No feather too light, no hair too fine,
no flower too brief in its glory,
no drop in the ocean, no dust in the air,
but is counted and told in God’s story.

PRAYER OF AWARENESS

As we enter a time of silence and prayer, | invite you to put your
liturgy sheet aside and settle in this time of prayer and meditation.

Silence

God of hope,

who brought transforming love
into this world,

be with us this moment.

Silence



God of hope,

touch our hearts today

with your all-embracing love
that we may see a way forward
in our troubled world.

Silence

God of hope,

we give thanks for the coming of Christ
among us. As we search our own hearts

we find Christ is with us, offering forgiveness
healing and new life.

Silence

May the silence we've shared
lift our spirits,

touch our need,

bring us new hope,

refresh our courage,

enlarge our wonder.

Solo first then stay seated to sing.

TAIZE CHANT
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Wait for our God: keep watch, take heart!




PRAYER OF JESUS

God, you are life for us,

holy be your name.

Your new day come, your will be done,
on earth as in your vision.

Give us this day our bread for the morrow;
and forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Strengthen us in the time of test,

and deliver us from evil.

For the power and the splendour

and the fulfillment are yours,

now and forever.

Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND RENEWAL

The Spirit of love

is God’s gift to the world

in every age:

a gift for each of us,

and our companion on the way.
We lift our hearts in hope and trust!
Thanks be to God!

Stand to sing as you are able.

SUNG RESPONSE Words: UCC USA
Tune: Old 100" TiS 768(i)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below,
praise God for all that love has done
Creator, Christ and Spirit one.



SHARING A SIGN OF PEACE

Christ is our peace, reconciling us together with all creation.
May the peace of Divine Presence be always with you.
And also with you. Amen!

We are invited to greet those around us,
Sharing a sign of peace.

Remain standing to sing as you are able.

TAIZE CHANT
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Welcoming words of the Spirit

As the wings of the doves over nestlings,

As the hen brings food for her chicks

so may the wings of the Spirit be over our hearts
and our lives open to God’s wisdom.

Based on the Odes of Solomon 28:1-2
The Odes of Solomon are ancient Syriac hymns

CONTEMPORARY READING
Hope by Jan Richardson

For this prayer of hope in turbulent times.
We give thanks.
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Je - sus, your Spir-it inus s a well-spring of life ev-er-last - ing



Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

For the Spirit that was in the beginning
For the Spirit at work among us
For the Spirit within us.

We give thanks.
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Je - sus, your Spir-it mus s a well-spring of life ev-er-last - ng

Poem excerpt from The Four Quartets by T.S. Elliot

REFLECTION Allison Gentle

We respond in love

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray.

O God, our hope and our redeemer
may the hope in our hearts bring light
into the darkness of our world.

May the hope in our hearts open
us to the presence of Christ.

May the hope in our hearts guide
our steps to make a better world.

Silence

LIGHTING CANDLES OF HOPE



TAIZE CHANT
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Bless  the Earth, 0O God and lead us 1in - to life

Spirit of God, Giver of Life
hear our prayers for a world
that longs to see and know the mystery of Spirit.
Transform us with your love and grace;
empower us to be a community
where people find hope and new life.

Amen.

PLANNED GIVING

OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Let us now share our offerings
as an expression of our love and commitment for the world

God loves.

BANK DETAILS FOR ELECTRONIC OFFERING
Account Name: Giving Direct
BSB: 634-634 Account: 100025916
Reference: Your Name
Contact the Church Office if you would like information
about Planned Giving.

We give thanks for the gifts of food (for the Wayside Chapel
and Exodus Foundation) and money brought to the table,
and gifts given to support the mission of the church through
automatic payment,



Spirit of life, we believe in what these gifts can do,
the good that can come of them.

Bless these gifts as they make their way in the world.
Bless us and bless all those whose lives are touched.
Receive our gifts and lead us in wisdom and courage.
Amen.

We go out to the world God loves

HYMN Nothing is lost on the breath of God
Words and Music: Colin Gibson

Nothing is lost on the breath of God,

nothing is lost forever;

God’s breath is love, and that love will remain,
holding the world forever.

No feather too light, no hair too fine,

no flower too brief in its glory,

no drop in the ocean, no dust in the air,

but is counted and told in God’s story.

Nothing is lost to the eyes of God,

nothing is lost forever;

God sees with love, and that love will remain,
holding the world forever.

No journey too far, no distance too great,

no valley of darkness too blinding,

no creature too humble, no child too small
for God to be seeking and finding.

Nothing is lost to the heart of God,

nothing is lost forever;

God’s heart is love, and that love will remain,
holding the world forever.

No impulse of love, no office of care,

no moment of life in its fullness,

no beginning too late, no ending too soon,
but is gathered and known in its goodness.
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SENDING OUT

Our end is our beginning:
the signs of God’s hope point us
to the birth of something new.

BLESSING

Follow where the Spirit of Hope leads us,
and the peace of God be in our hearts.
The grace of God be in our words.

The love of God be in our hands.

The joy of God be in our soul.

Let us go with the blessing of God

Lover, beloved and Spirit of Love.

SUNG AMEN African American

COMMUNITY GREETINGS  Welcoming newcomers and visitors

Please stand, as you are able.

BLESSING HYMN May the feet of God walk with you
TiS 779

May the feet of God walk with you,
and his hand hold you tight.

May the eye of God rest on you,
and his ear hear your cry.

May the smile of God be for you,
and his breath give you life.

May the Child of God grow in you,
and his love bring you home.

MUSICAL POSTLUDE Greg Woolnough

Everyone onsite is welcome to stay for morning tea and
coffee, and everyone on Zoom is invited to stay on for
community time together.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

*Christa/community is used in our liturgy to point to the reality that the risen
Christ is beyond gender, and evidenced in communities following the Way of
Jesus.

Hymns used under CCLI Copyright Licence No. 208789 unless otherwise
noted.

CCLI Licenses: Streaming 17918 Reproduction 557214 Video 128166
Contemporary reading of Jan Richardson'’s prayer Night Vision: searching the
Shadows of advent and Christmas.

Prayer of awareness, Offering, adapted from previous Pitt St Advent liturgies
Jesus Prayer by David B Royer and Jonathan C Nelson. Published in Flames of
the Spirit: Resources for Worship. Edited by Ruth C Duck.

Blessing prayer by John Birch on Faith & Worship
https://www.faithandworship.com/blessings

Chris Sidoti at Pitt Street Uniting Church
Chris Sidoti will be speaking at Pitt Street Uniting Church on Sunday
7 December. He will be giving the sermon/reflection as part of our 10am
Sunday morning service.

Chris is an Australian expert on human rights, former Commissioner of
the Australian Law Reform Commission and former Australian Human
Rights Commissioner. Most recently Chris was one of three panel
members of the United Nations Human Rights Council, Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian
Territory. This Commission concluded in September 2025 that the State
of Israel has and is continuing to commit genocide against Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip.
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https://www.faithandworship.com/blessings

An excerpt from The Four Quartets
by T. S. Eliot

Our curiosity searches past and future

And clings to that dimension. But to apprehend
The point of intersection of the timeless

With time, is an occupation for the saint—

No occupation either, but something given

And taken, in a lifetime's death in love,

Ardour and selflessness and self-surrender.
For most of us, there is only the unattended
Moment, the moment in and out of time,

The distraction fit, lost in a shaft of sunlight,
The wild thyme unseen, or the winter lightning
Or the waterfall, or music heard so deeply
That it is not heard at all, but you are the music
While the music lasts. These are only hints and
guesses,

Hints followed by guesses; and the rest

IS prayer, observance, discipline, thought and
action.

The hint half guessed, the gift half understood,
Is Incarnation.
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Christmas Day
Thursday 25 December at 10am

Carols, music, and sacred story.
Love is all around!
Everyone Welcomel!
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