Christmas 1 29/12/24

Epistle: A reading from the epistle to the Colossians 3:12-17

Because you are God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with heartfelt compassion, with kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive whatever
grievances you have against one another—forgive in the same
way God has forgiven you. Above all else, put on love, which
binds the rest together and makes them perfect.

Let Christ’'s peace reign in your hearts since, as members of one
body, you have been called to that peace. Dedicate yourselves
to thankfulness. Let the Word of Chirist, rich as it is, dwell in you.
Instruct and admonish one another wisely. Sing gratefully to God
from your hearts in psalms, hymns and songs of the Spirit. And
whatever you do, whether in speech or in action, do it in the
name of Jesus our Savior, giving thanks to God through Christ.

For the invitation to share the love of Christ
Thanks be to God.



Christmas 1 29/12/24

Gospel: A reading from the Gospel of Luke 2:41-52

The parents of Jesus used to go every year to Jerusalem for the
feast of Passover, and when Jesus was twelve, they went up for
the celebration as was their custom. As they were returning at the
end of the feast, the child Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem,
unbeknownst to Mary and Joseph. Thinking Jesus was in their
caravan, they continued their journey for the day, looking for him
among their relatives and acquaintances.

Not finding Jesus, they returned to Jerusalem in search of him. On
the third day, they came upon Jesus in the Temple, sitting in the
midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.
All who heard Jesus were amazed at his understanding and his
answers.

When Mary and Joseph saw Jesus, they were astonished, and
Mary said, “Son, why have you done this to use You see that your
father and | have been so worried, looking for you.” Jesus said to
them, “Why were you looking for me?¢ Did you not know | had to
be in my Abba’s house?”

But they didn’t understand what he told them. Then Jesus went
down with them to Nazareth and was obedient to them. Mary
stored these things in her heart, and Jesus grew in wisdom, in years
and in favour with God and people alike.

For the word of God in the story of Jesus

Thanks be to God.



