Advent 1 01/12/24

Hebrew Bible: A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 33:14-16

“The days are surely coming, says God, when | will fulfill the
promise | made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time | will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem wiill
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “God
is our righteousness.”

For compassion shared in the world's wisdom traditions
Thanks be to God.



Advent 1 01/12/24

Gospel: A reading from the Gospel of Luke 21:25-36

“Signs will appear in the sun, the moon and the stars. On the
earth, nations will be in anguish, distraught at the roaring of the
sea and the waves. People will die of fright in anticipation of what
is coming upon the earth. The powers in the heavens will be
shaken. After that, people will see the Chosen One coming on a
cloud with great power and glory. When these things begin to
happen, stand up straight and raise your heads, because your
ransom is near at hand.”

And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, or any other
tree. You see when they're budding and know that summer is
near. In the same way, when you see all these things happening,
know that the reign of God is near. The truth is, this generation will
not pass away until all this takes place. The heavens and the earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away."

“Be on your guard lest your spirits become bloated with
indulgence, drunkenness and worldly cares. That day will suddenly
close in on you like a trap. It will come upon all who dwell on the
face of the earth, so be on your watch. Pray constantly for the
strength to escape whatever comes, and to stand secure before
the Chosen One."

For words of challenge and awakening
Thanks be to God.



