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MUSICAL PRELUDE 
 

A gong sounds – centring prayer / meditation 
 

We gather as people of faith 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN           Praise with joy the world’s creator TiS 179 
 

Praise with joy the world’s creator, 
God of justice, love and peace, 
source and end of human knowledge, 
force of goodness without cease. 
Celebrate the Maker’s glory, 
power to rescue and release. 

 

Praise the One who feeds the hungry, 
frees the captive, finds the lost, 
heals the sick, upsets religion, 
fearless both of fate and cost. 
Celebrate Christ’s constant presence –  
Friend and Stranger, Guest and Host. 

 

Praise the Spirit sent among us 
liberating truth from pride, 
forging bonds where race or gender, 
age or nation dare divide. 
Celebrate the Spirit’s treasure –  
foolishness none dare deride. 

Welcome to Pitt Street Uniting Church 
This is a place of welcome for all people regardless of race, sex, creed, age, 
cultural background, sexual orientation, gender identity or intersex status. 

Wherever you are on your faith journey, 
wherever you have come from and wherever you are going to, 

whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, you are welcome here. 
All we ask for is mutual respect. 

 

Please join in the congregational responses printed in bold italics. 
We will sing the hymns without announcement. Stand if you are able, but feel 

free to remain seated if that is more comfortable for you. 
 

A quiet activity area is available at on the northern side of the church  
young children. 
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Please remain standing as you are able. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Come to share the love of God in whom all desires are known 
Come to draw on the wellspring of new life 
Come to drink Christ’s living water. 

Holy God, holy and strange, holy and intimate, be with us now. 
 

Come to share the touch of God which opens blinded eyes 
Come to draw on the source of surprising healing 
Come to experience divine mystery. 

Holy God, holy and strange, holy and intimate, be with us now. 
 

Come to share the tears of God embracing all our suffering 
Come to know the peace of Christ passing all understanding 
Come to taste the promise of transformation. 

Holy God, holy and strange, holy and intimate, be with us now. 
 
ACT OF RECOGNITION AND COMMITMENT 
 

We recognise the Gadigal people of the Eora as the original 
custodians of the land on which our church building stands. 

We pay our respects to their elders, past and present, 
and commit ourselves to pray and work for a more just future. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

The Christ candle is lit as we remember the light of God’s Love 
shining even in the darkness of deep pain. 

 

God alive among us, present in every expression of love, 
Light of the World, be with us all. 

 

Please be seated. 
 
GREETINGS  
 

Ngyini ngalwangun mari budjari Gadimarada 
(We meet together on the very beautiful Gadi Country) 
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PRAYER OF AWARENESS AND CONFESSION TiS 736 
With Taizé Chant sung twice between each petition 
 

Jesus said: “Come to me, all you that are weary,  
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

 

Let us pray for forgiveness, healing and renewal: 
 

Silence 
 

When we are drawn to the easy satisfaction of our appetites, 
to the simple addictions of pleasure, 
we pray for the strength to say ‘no’ 
and to live by your soul-feeding word. 

 

 
 

When we are caught up in the self-aggrandising song 
of power and self-sufficiency, 
we pray for humility to serve, 
and to worship the only One who is worthy. 

 

 
 
When we are challenged to accumulate 
and to find our security in wealth, 
we pray for the grace to give, 
and for the faith to trust in your care. 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

May we know that we are held in the compassionate arms of God, 
embraced by divine joy, and empowered to walk again in hope. 
Let us be a people of peace and love, 
knowing that we are forgiven and renewed! 

Thanks be to God. 
 
SHARING A SIGN OF PEACE 
 

May the peace of Christ, the great well of saving love, be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

We are invited to share a sign of peace with others. 
 
SONG                      Christ of the sad face Words: Shirley Erena Murray 
 Tune: Colin Gibson 
 (music over page) 

 
Christ of the sad face, Christ who will weep 
tears for the city, tears for the earth, 
how can you love us, feeling our hate, 
stoning the prophets, scheming your death? 

 

Christ who would mother, feathers outspread, 
all of God’s people under your wing, 
over and over speaking your love – 
let your compassion now in us sing. 

 

Peace is your longing: peace be our way, 
peace is your greeting: peace be our word, 
peace for the children, peace without tears, 
peace of the spirit centred in God. 
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We listen for God’s Word 
 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures: from Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

For the promise of God to our forebears in faith 
We give thanks. 

 
SONG          When Christ was lifted from the earth Words: Brian Wren 
 Tune: Wiltshire TiS 122 
 

When Christ was lifted from the earth, 
their arms stretched out above 
through every culture, every birth, 
to draw an answering love. 

 

Where generation, class or race 
divide us to our shame, 
Christ sees not labels but a face, 
a person and a name. 
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Thus freely loved, though fully known, 
may I in Christ be free 
to welcome and accept his own 
as Christ accepted me. 

 
A Reading from the Gospels: from John’s Gospel chapter 12 verses 20-33 
 

For words of challenge and inspiration in scripture 
We give thanks. 

 
REFLECTION       Transformed through buried seed Josephine Inkpin 
 

A time of silent reflection follows. 
 

We respond in love 
 
HYMN                              This Day God Gives Me TiS 642 
 

This day God gives me: strength of high heaven, 
Sun and moon shining, flame in my hearth, 
flashing of lightning, wind in its swiftness, 
depths of the ocean, firmness of earth. 

 

This day God sends me: strength as my guardian, 
might to uphold me, wisdom to guide, 
Your eyes are watchful, Your ears are listening, 
Your lips are speaking, Friend at my side. 

 

Rising I thank you, mighty and strong One, 
Source of creation, Giver of rest, 
firmly confessing: God in three Persons, 
Oneness of Godhead, Trinity blest. 
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PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND SOLIDARITY 
with Taizé chant response (sung twice): 
Jesus, your spirit in us, is a wellspring of life everlasting. 

 

 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Jesus, your spirit in us, is a wellspring of life everlasting. (x2) 
 

Hear our prayer for those who bear the brunt of our world’s injustice – 
for those who struggle for survival in the midst of starvation, disaster, 
war, violence and oppression: 

 

Jesus, your spirit in us, is a wellspring of life everlasting. (x2) 
 

Hear our prayer for those bear the weight of personal pain – 
for those who struggle in the midst of challenging restrictions, illness, 
loss, bereavement, abuse and deep trauma: 

 

Jesus, your spirit in us, is a wellspring of life everlasting. (x2) 
 

Hear our prayer for those who bear the cost of marginalisation – 
for those who struggle in the midst of the powers of exclusion, willful 
and unconscious misunderstanding, and lack of empowerment: 

 

Jesus, your spirit in us, is a wellspring of life everlasting. (x2) 
 

On this St Patrick’s Day, we also pray especially for the land and people 
of Ireland and for all inspired by Patrick’s life and witness. 

 
 

We hold a time of silence together to offer our own prayers, to reflect 
upon what has been in our media headlines and whatever rests heavy 
on our hearts … 

 

Please feel free to offer your own prayers, 
in silence, or (if on Zoom) via the chat facility. 
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JESUS PRAYER 
 

In the spirit of Jesus, we gather up all our prayers and, in these words, 
or in those of our own language or tradition, we say: 

 

God, you are life for us, holy be your name. 
Your new day come, your will be done, 
on earth as in your vision. 
Give us this day our bread for the morrow; 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Strengthen us in the time of test, and deliver us from evil. 
For the power and the splendour and fulfilment  
are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

We share our offering, 
as a symbol of our commitment to God and to the world God loves. 
 

BANK DETAILS FOR ELECTRONIC OFFERING 
Account name: Giving Direct 

BSB: 634-634.    Account: 100025916  Reference: your name 
Donation Tap Point is available at the back of the Church. 

Contact the Church Office if you would like information about planned giving. 
 

We give thanks for the gifts of food (for the Wayside Chapel)  
and money, and gifts given to support the work of the church 

through automatic payment. 
 
HYMN                                Let love be real Words: Michael Forster 
 Tune: Londonderry Air 
 

Let love be real, in giving and receiving, 
without the need to manage and to own; 
a haven free from posing and pretending, 
where every weakness may be safely known. 
Give me your hand, along the desert pathway. 
Give me your love wherever we may go. 
As God loves us, so let us love each other; 
with no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 
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Let love be real, not grasping or confining, 
that strange embrace that holds yet sets us free; 
that helps us face the risk of truly living, 
and makes us brave to be what we might be. 
Give me your strength when all my words are weakness; 
give me your love in spite of all you know. 
As God loves us, so let us love each other; 
with no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 

 

Let love be real, with no manipulation, 
no secret wish to harness or control; 
let us accept each other’s incompleteness, 
and share the joy of learning to be whole. 
Give me your hope through dreams and disappointments. 
Give me your trust when all my failings show. 
As God loves us, so let us love each other; 
with no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

God of living water and holy spirit, 
with these gifts we offer you our lives 
to share in transforming your world: 
May your blessing, O God, bring these gifts to life: 

new hope for healing; fresh ways of being; 
a chance to rest; a chance to work; 
a way to live gracefully. Amen. 

 
COMMUNITY GREETINGS 

 
We go out to the world God loves 

 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

May the power of God this day enable us, 
the nakedness of God disarm us, 

the beauty of God silence us, 
the justice of God give us voice, 
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the integrity of God hold us, 
the desire of God move us, 

the fear of God expose us to the truth, 
the breath of God give us abundant life. 

 
BLESSING  
 
HYMN                    Be Thou My Vision TiS 547 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
Thou and Thou only first in my heart 
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

 

High King of heaven, my victory won 
May I reach heaven’s joy, O bright heaven’s sun 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 
 

MUSICAL POSTLUDE Peter Bennett 
 

Those attending on site are warmly invited to stay  
for refreshments and a discussion on Celtic Christianity. 

 

Those attending on Zoom are warmly invited to stay for  
a community time online to meet with others and share news 

and join in the discussion on Celtic Christianity. 
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